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COMMERCIAL REIMBURSEMENT POLICY 

Laboratory Services-General Guides 
  Active 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Policy Number:       Laboratory/Pathology – 005 
Policy Title:             Laboratory Services-General Guides 
Section:        Lab-Path Services     
Effective Date:        01/01/24          

 
Description 
This policy addresses Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota’s (Blue Cross) general guides 
for laboratory (and related) services. 
 
Definitions  
Qualified practitioner: A practitioner recognized as an eligible provider by Blue Cross and 
practices within the scope of their licensure.  
 
Policy Statement   
Blue Cross does not allow providers to bill the health plan for laboratory services that are not 
ordered by a physician or other qualified practitioner because, in addition to receiving lab 
results, the patient also needs interpretation of the tests, recommendations for future care, and 
a course of action that only a physician or other qualified practitioner can deliver.  
 
Office Visits 
An evaluation and management (E/M) service may be submitted in addition to laboratory tests 
only when additional separately identifiable services are provided. 
 
Organ or Disease-Oriented Panels 
Refer to Commercial Lab/Path – 001 Laboratory Rebundling Reimbursement Policy 
 
Standing Orders 
Generally, laboratory tests performed because of standing orders on file for certain patients are 
not reimbursable. One example of this is a standing order for routine screening tests when the 
patient has no clinical symptoms or is not taking medications.  
 
Reference (Outside)Laboratory 
The entity that performs a test should be the one to bill for that test. However, a provider may, 
under arrangement with another provider, bill a service that is purchased from that other 
provider. Modifier -90 (reference outside laboratory) must be submitted when the service is 
performed by a party other than the treating or reporting physician. For example, a clinic may bill 
for a Pap smear (88150-90) that is sent to an independent lab for analysis. Only one provider 
will be reimbursed for the service.   
 
Claims for lab services performed by the billing entity or purchased lab services submitted on 
the 837P format should use the following guidelines. Not providing information about the outside 
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laboratory that performed the service or the referring provider may result in your claim not being 
accepted for processing. 

Loop Segment/Element Name Rule 

2400 SV101-2 Procedure 
Code 

Required on all claims 

2400 SV101-3, 
SV101-4, 
SV101-5, 
Or SV101-6 

Procedure 
Modifier 

Modifier 90 is required on the line for 
purchased lab tests to identify the 
purchased lab service.  

2310A (Claim 
Level)/ 

2420F (Line 
Level) 

NM1 Segment* 
including the 
referring provider 
name and NPI 

Referring 
Provider 
Name 

Referring Provider identifies who 
ordered the lab. The Referring Provider 
information is required on ALL claims 
with lab services. 

2420B NM1 Segment* 
providing the NPI 

Purchased 
Service 
Provider 

Required at the line level when the 
service reported is a purchased service. 

2310C (Claim 
Level)/ 
2420C (Line 
Level) 

NM1 Segment* 
including Facility 
Name and NPI 

Service 
Facility 
Location 
Name 

Required on all claims where the Health 
Care service location is different than 
that in the Billing Provider Loop.   
 
For purchased services, the Service 
Facility location is very important and 
identifies the location of the entity 
external from the Billing provider, e.g., 
the location of the entity performing the 
purchased lab.  

2300 (Claim 
Level)/ 
2400 (Line 
Level) 

REF02 when REF01 
is X4 

Clinical 
Laboratory 
Improvement 

Required for ALL CLIA certified facilities 
performing CLIA covered Lab services.  
 
Please note that failure to provide CLIA 
information may result in your claim 
being denied. 

* According to the HIPAA Professional Implementation Guide, 005010X222A1 

Stat Lab Charges 
Charges for stat laboratory requests (S3600 and S3601) are not allowed. If submitted, they will 
deny as provider liability. 
 
Repeat Lab Services 
Repeat services require modifier -91 unless the narrative supports submission of multiple units.  
 
Lab Billed through the BlueCard® Program 
Providers who perform lab services should file the claim to the Blue plan where the referring 
physician is located. The claim will be reimbursed based on provider’s participation status with 
that Blue plan. 
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Venipuncture 
Code 36415 is submitted when the provider performs a venipuncture service to collect a blood 
specimen(s). This code should be billed only once regardless of the number of tests performed 
from that specimen. 

 
The test(s) performed on the specimen must be reported on the claim. If sending the test to an 
outside lab the -90 modifier must be appended to the test code (if you are billing for the test) or 
narrative indicating the test code and/or name. If this information is not present on the claim, the 
test code will be denied if billed in addition to the venipuncture code. 

 
Papanicolaou Smear 
The specimen collection code for a Pap smear (Q0091) is not reimbursed separately. Specimen 
collection is included in the E/M and Pap smear codes. The collection code will be denied as 
incidental regardless of what, if any, other service is billed with the code. 
 
Documentation Submission  
Documentation must describe and identify medical need for the lab test ordered and/or 
performed for the subscriber. The lab order must be signed and dated by the provider 
requesting the lab test. 
 
Coverage  
Eligible services will be subject to the subscriber benefits, applicable fee schedule amount and 
any coding edits. 
 
The following applies to all claim submissions. 
All coding and reimbursement is subject to all terms of the Provider Service Agreement and 
subject to changes, updates, or other requirements of coding rules and guidelines. All codes are 
subject to federal HIPAA rules, and in the case of medical code sets (HCPCS, CPT, ICD), only 
codes valid for the date of service may be submitted or accepted. Reimbursement for all Health 
Services is subject to current Blue Cross Medical Policy criteria, policies found in the Provider 
Policy and Procedure Manual sections, Reimbursement Policies and all other provisions of the 
Provider Service Agreement (Agreement). 

In the event that any new codes are developed during the course of Provider's Agreement, such 
new codes will be paid according to the standard or applicable Blue Cross fee schedule until 
such time as a new agreement is reached and supersedes the Provider's current Agreement. 

All payment for codes based on Relative Value Units (RVU) will include a site of service 
differential and will be calculated using the appropriate facility or non-facility components, based 
on the site of service identified, as submitted by Provider. 
 
Coding  
The following codes are included below for informational purposes only and are subject to 
change without notice. Inclusion or exclusion of a code does not constitute or imply subscriber 
coverage or provider reimbursement. 
 
CPT/HCPCS Modifier:   90 91      
ICD-10 Diagnosis:   N/A       
ICD-10 Procedure:   N/A       
CPT/HCPCS: Refer to Appendix 
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Revenue Codes:    N/A       
 
Policy History  
06/09/2016 Initial Committee Approval Date 
01/01/2018 Coding Update 
02/06/2018 Annual Policy Review 
12/19/2018 Policy Review 
01/26/2021 Annual Policy Review and Coding Update 
11/29/2021 Policy update – added Lab/Path Services -006 Venipuncture and Lab/Path 

Services -007 Papanicolaou Smear sections, added Appendix 
01/25/2022 Coded update: Q1 updates – Added: 

80220,80503,80504,80505,80506,81349,81523,81560,82653,83521,83529,
86015,86036,86037,86051,86052,86053,86231,86258,86362,86363,86364,
86381,86596, 87154 
Removed: 80500, 80502 

07/26/2022 90 modifier (pass through billing) update effective 10/1/2022 
09/28/2022 Removed 90 modifier (pass through billing) update effective 10/1/2022 language 
10/24/2023 Annual Policy Review 
01/01/2024 Code update 

 
2024 Current Procedural Terminology (CPT®) is copyright 2022 American Medical Association. All Rights 
Reserved. No fee schedules, basic units, relative values, or related listings are included in CPT. The AMA 
assumes no liability for the data contained herein. Applicable FARS/DFARS restrictions apply to 
government use.  
 
Copyright 2024 Blue Cross Blue Shield of Minnesota 
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Appendix 
80047 80048 80050 80051 80053 80055 80061 80069 80074 80076 
80081 80143 80145 80150 80151 80155 80156 80157 80158 80159 
80161 80162 80163 80164 80165 80167 80168 80169 80170 80171 
80173 80175 80176 80177 80178 80179 80180 80181 80183 80184 
80185 80186 80187 80188 80189 80190 80192 80193 80194 80195 

80197 80198 80199 80200 80201 80202 80203 80204 80210 80220 

80230 80235 80280 80285 80299 80305 80306 80307 80320 80321 
80322 80323 80324 80325 80326 80327 80328 80329 80330 80331 

80332 80333 80334 80335 80336 80337 80338 80339 80340 80341 
80342 80343 80344 80345 80346 80347 80348 80349 80350 80351 
80352 80353 80354 80355 80356 80357 80358 80359 80360 80361 

80362 80363 80364 80365 80366 80367 80368 80369 80370 80371 
80372 80373 80374 80375 80376 80377 80400 80402 80406 80408 
80410 80412 80414 80415 80416 80417 80418 80420 80422 80424 
80426 80428 80430 80432 80434 80435 80436 80438 80439 80503 
80504 80505 80506 81000 81001 81002 81003 81005 81007 81015 
81020 81025 81050 81099 81105 81106 81107 81108 81109 81110 
81111 81112 81120 81121 81161 81162 81163 81164 81165 81166 
81167 81168 81170 81171 81172 81173 81174 81175 81176 81177 
81178 81179 81180 81181 81182 81183 81184 81185 81186 81187 
81188 81189 81190 81191 81192 81193 81194 81200 81201 81202 
81203 81204 81205 81206 81207 81208 81209 81210 81212 81215 
81216 81217 81218 81219 81220 81221 81222 81223 81224 81225 
81226 81227 81228 81229 81230 81231 81232 81233 81234 81235 
81236 81237 81238 81239 81240 81241 81242 81243 81244 81245 
81246 81247 81248 81249 81250 81251 81252 81253 81254 81255 
81256 81257 81258 81259 81260 81261 81262 81263 81264 81265 
81266 81267 81268 81269 81270 81271 81272 81273 81274 81275 
81276 81277 81278 81279 81283 81284 81285 81286 81287 81288 
81289 81290 81291 81292 81293 81294 81295 81296 81297 81298 
81299 81300 81301 81302 81303 81304 81305 81306 81307 81308 
81309 81310 81311 81312 81313 81314 81315 81316 81317 81318 
81319 81320 81321 81322 81323 81324 81325 81326 81327 81328 
81329 81330 81331 81332 81333 81334 81335 81336 81337 81338 
81339 81340 81341 81342 81343 81344 81345 81346 81347 81348 
81349 81350 81351 81352 81353 81355 81357 81360 81361 81362 
81363 81364 81370 81371 81372 81373 81374 81375 81376 81377 
81378 81379 81380 81381 81382 81383 81400 81401 81402 81403 
81404 81405 81406 81407 81408 81410 81411 81412 81413 81414 
81415 81416 81417 81418 81419 81420 81422 81425 81426 81427 
81430 81431 81432 81433 81434 81435 81436 81437 81438 81439 
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81440 81441 81442 81443 81445 81448 81450 81451 81455 81456 
81457 81458 81459 81460 81462 81463 81464 81465 81470 81471 
81479 81490 81493 81500 81503 81504 81506 81507 81508 81509 
81510 81511 81512 81513 81514 81517 81518 81519 81520 81521 
81522 81523 81525 81528 81529 81535 81536 81538 81539 81540 
81541 81542 81545 81546 81551 81552 81554 81595 81596 81599 
81560 82009 82010 82013 82016 82017 82024 82030 82040 82042 
82043 82044 82045 82075 82077 82085 82088 82103 82104 82105 
82106 82107 82108 82120 82127 82128 82131 82135 82136 82139 
82140 82143 82150 82154 82157 82160 82163 82248 82164 82166 
82172 82175 82180 82190 82232 82239 82240 82247 82252 82261 
82270 82271 82272 82274 82286 82300 82306 82308 82310 82330 
82331 82340 82355 82360 82365 82370 82373 82374 82375 82376 
82378 82379 82380 82382 82383 82384 82387 82390 82397 82415 
82435 82436 82438 82441 82465 82480 82482 82485 82495 82507 
82523 82525 82528 82530 82533 82540 82542 82550 82552 82553 
82554 82565 82570 82575 82585 82595 82600 82607 82608 82610 
82615 82626 82627 82633 82634 82638 82642 82652 82653 82656 
82657 82658 82664 82668 82670 82671 82672 82677 82679 82681 
82693 82696 82705 82710 82715 82725 82726 82728 82731 82735 
82746 82747 82757 82759 82760 82775 82776 82777 82784 82785 
82787 82800 82803 82805 82810 82820 82930 82938 82941 82943 
82945 82946 82947 82948 82950 82951 82952 82955 82960 82962 
82963 82965 82977 82978 82979 82985 83001 83002 83003 83006 
83009 83010 83012 83013 83014 83015 83018 83020 83021 83026 
83030 83033 83036 83037 83045 83050 83051 83060 83065 83068 
83069 83070 83080 83088 83090 83150 83491 83497 83498 83500 
83505 83516 83518 83519 83520 83521 83525 83527 83528 83529 
83540 83550 83570 83582 83586 83593 83605 83615 83625 83630 
83631 83632 83633 83655 83661 83662 83663 83664 83670 83690 
83695 83698 83700 83701 83704 83718 83719 83721 83722 83727 
83735 83775 83785 83789 83825 83835 83857 83861 83864 83872 
83873 83874 83876 83880 83883 83885 83915 83916 83918 83919 
83921 83930 83935 83937 83945 83950 83951 83970 83986 83987 
83992 83993 84030 84035 84060 84066 84075 84078 84080 84081 
84085 84087 84100 84105 84106 84110 84112 84119 84120 84126 
84132 84133 84134 84135 84138 84140 84143 84144 84145 84146 
84150 84152 84153 84154 84155 84156 84157 84160 84163 84165 
84166 84181 84182 84202 84203 84206 84207 84210 84220 84228 
84233 84234 84235 84238 84244 84252 84255 84260 84270 84275 
84285 84295 84300 84302 84305 84307 84311 84315 84375 84376 
84377 84378 84379 84392 84402 84403 84410 84425 84430 84431 
84432 84433 84436 84437 84439 84442 84443 84445 84446 84449 
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84450 84460 84466 84478 84479 84480 84481 84482 84484 84485 
84488 84490 84510 84512 84520 84525 84540 84545 84550 84560 
84577 84578 84580 84583 84585 84586 84588 84590 84591 84597 
84600 84620 84630 84681 84702 84703 84704 84830 84999 85002 
85004 85007 85008 85009 85013 85014 85018 85025 85027 85032 
85041 85044 85045 85046 85048 85049 85055 85060 85097 85130 
85170 85175 85210 85220 85230 85240 85244 85245 85246 85247 
85250 85260 85270 85280 85290 85291 85292 85293 85300 85301 
85302 85303 85305 85306 85307 85335 85337 85345 85347 85348 
85360 85362 85366 85370 85378 85379 85380 85384 85385 85390 
85396 85397 85400 85410 85415 85420 85421 85441 85445 85460 
85461 85475 85520 85525 85530 85536 85540 85547 85549 85555 
85557 85576 85597 85598 85610 85611 85612 85613 85635 85651 
85652 85660 85670 85675 85705 85730 85732 85810 85999 86000 
86001 86003 86005 86008 86015 86021 86022 86023 86036 86037 
86038 86039 86041 86042 86043 86051 86052 86053 86060 86063 
86077 86078 86079 86140 86141 86146 86147 86148 86152 86153 
86155 86156 86157 86160 86161 86162 86171 86200 86215 86225 
86226 86231 86235 86255 86256 86277 86258 86280 86294 86300 
86301 86304 86305 86308 86309 86310 86316 86317 86318 86320 
86325 86327 86328 86329 86331 86332 86334 86335 86336 86337 
86340 86341 86343 86344 86352 86353 86355 86356 86357 86359 
86360 86361 86362 86363 86364 86366 86367 86376 86381 86382 
86384 86386 86403 86406 86408 86409 86413 86430 86593 86596 
86431 86480 86481 86485 86486 86490 86510 86580 86590 86592 
86602 86603 86606 86609 86611 86612 86615 86617 86618 86619 
86622 86625 86628 86631 86632 86635 86638 86641 86644 86645 
86648 86651 86652 86653 86654 86658 86663 86664 86665 86666 
86668 86671 86674 86677 86682 86684 86687 86688 86689 86692 
86694 86695 86696 86698 86701 86702 86703 86704 86705 86706 
86707 86708 86709 86710 86711 86713 86717 86720 86723 86727 
86732 86735 86738 86741 86744 86747 86750 86753 86756 86757 
86759 86762 86765 86768 86769 86771 86774 86777 86778 86780 
86784 86787 86788 86789 86790 86793 86794 86800 86803 86804 
86805 86806 86807 86808 86812 86813 86816 86817 86821 86825 
86826 86828 86829 86830 86831 86832 86833 86834 86835 86849 
86850 86860 86870 86880 86885 86886 86890 86891 86900 86901 
86902 86904 86905 86906 86910 86911 86920 86921 86922 86923 
86927 86930 86931 86932 86940 86941 86945 86950 86960 86965 
86970 86971 86972 86975 86976 86977 86978 86985 86999 87003 
87015 87040 87045 87046 87070 87071 87073 87075 87076 87077 
87081 87084 87086 87088 87101 87102 87103 87106 87107 87109 
87110 87116 87118 87140 87143 87147 87149 87150 87152 87153 
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87154 87158 87164 87166 87168 87169 87172 87176 87177 87181 
87184 87185 87186 87187 87188 87190 87197 87205 87206 87207 
87209 87210 87220 87230 87250 87252 87253 87254 87255 87260 
87265 87267 87269 87270 87271 87272 87273 87274 87275 87276 
87278 87279 87280 87281 87283 87285 87290 87299 87300 87301 
87305 87320 87324 87327 87328 87329 87332 87335 87336 87337 
87338 87339 87340 87341 87350 87380 87385 87389 87390 87391 
87400 87420 87425 87426 87427 87428 87430 87449 87451 87467 
87468 87469 87471 87472 87475 87476 87478 87480 87481 87482 
87483 87484 87485 87486 87487 87490 87491 87492 87493 87495 
87496 87497 87498 87500 87501 87502 87503 87505 87506 87507 
87510 87511 87512 87516 87517 87520 87521 87522 87523 87525 
87526 87527 87528 87529 87530 87531 87532 87533 87534 87535 
87536 87537 87538 87539 87540 87541 87542 87550 87551 87552 
87555 87556 87557 87560 87561 87562 87563 87580 87581 87582 
87590 87591 87592 87623 87624 87625 87631 87632 87633 87634 
87635 87636 87637 87640 87641 87650 87651 87652 87653 87660 
87661 87662 87797 87798 87799 87800 87801 87802 87803 87804 
87806 87807 87808 87809 87810 87811 87850 87880 87899 87900 
87901 87902 87903 87904 87905 87906 87910 87912 87999 88000 
88005 88007 88012 88014 88016 88020 88025 88027 88028 88029 
88036 88037 88040 88045 88099 88104 88106 88108 88112 88120 
88121 88125 88130 88140 88141 88142 88143 88147 88148 88150 
88152 88153 88155 88160 88161 88162 88164 88165 88166 88167 
88172 88173 88174 88175 88177 88182 88184 88185 88187 88188 
88189 88199 88230 88233 88235 88237 88239 88240 88241 88245 
88248 88249 88261 88262 88263 88264 88267 88269 88271 88272 
88273 88274 88275 88280 88283 88285 88289 88291 88299 88300 
88302 88304 88305 88307 88309 88311 88312 88313 88314 88319 
88321 88323 88325 88329 88331 88332 88333 88334 88341 88342 
88344 88346 88348 88350 88355 88356 88358 88360 88361 88362 
88363 88364 88365 88366 88367 88368 88369 88371 88372 88373 
88374 88375 88377 88380 88381 88387 88388 88399 88720 88738 
88740 88741 88749 89049 89050 89051 89055 89060 89125 89160 
89190 89220 89230 89240 89250 89251 89253 89254 89255 89257 
89258 89259 89260 89261 89264 89268 89272 89280 89281 89290 
89291 89300 89310 89320 89321 89322 89325 89329 89330 89331 
89335 89337 89342 89343 89344 89346 89352 89353 89354 89356 
89398                
G0123 G0124 G0141 G0143 G0144 G0145 G0147 G0148 P3000 P3001 
Q0091 S3600 S3601               
36415                   
 


