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REIMBURSEMENT POLICY 

Injections 
  Active 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Policy Number:        General Coding - 038 
Policy Title:              Injections 
Section:        General Coding 

Effective Date:         05/08/17 

  

Product: ☒Commercial     ☐FEP     ☐Medicare Advantage    ☐Platinum Blue 

 
Description 
This policy addresses Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota’s reimbursement for therapeutic 
and diagnostic injections.  
 

Definitions  
Therapeutic or diagnostic injections may be subcutaneous, intramuscular, intra-arterial, or 
intravenous. These codes do not include injections for allergen immunotherapy or immunizations. 
 
J Code Drugs: HCPCS J codes include drugs that ordinarily cannot be self-administered, 
chemotherapy drugs, immunosuppressive drugs, inhalation solutions, and other miscellaneous 
drugs and solutions: J0120-J7599, J9000-J9999 

 
Subcutaneous or intramuscular injection administration: 96372-96377 
 

Policy Statement   
Injectable Drug 

Submit the HCPCS Level II code that best describes the injection given in terms of the drug and 
dosage. Codes for injections include the charge for the drug only. When the dosage given is 
greater than that listed, use the units field to specify the appropriate number of units according to 
code definition found in the HCPCS manual. 

 
For example: The patient received 8 mg. of haloperidol. The common dosage for haloperidol 
(J1630) is “up to 5 mg” 2 UOS should be submitted. The dosage is rounded up to the next unit. 
 
COVID-19 Therapeutic Infusions 
The Federal Government is currently funding all doses of the COVID-19 monoclonal antibody 
(MAB) drugs which will be distributed to states, health care providers, and pharmacies free of 
charge. As part of this distribution, the Federal Government will prohibit any provider who receive 
these COVID-19 MAB drugs Q0243, Q0244 and Q0245, Q0247 from balance billing the member. 
Blue Cross discourages providers from billing the plan for COVID-19 monoclonal antibody drugs 
supplied by the government. Blue Cross will however reimburse for the infusion of COVID-19 MAB 
drugs billed with HCPCS codes M0243, M0244, M0245, M0246, M0247 and M0248 except in 
restricted places of service (see page 2). 

______________________________________________________________________ 
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Administration 
Choose the appropriate administration code for the route of administration 96372-96377. 
 
It is inappropriate to bill an intravenous injection in addition to an intravenous infusion on the 
same date of service when an injection is administered through the same line as the infusion. 
The provider may submit the infusion or the injection, but not both. 
 
Administration code(s) should be appropriate to the drug(s) injected. 96372 is not a separately 
reimbursable service when billed with an office visit. 
 
The administration charge should be submitted separately. Codes 96379 and J3490 are for 
unlisted therapeutic injections. The NDC (if available) or drug name and dosage must be 
included on each claim. 
 
Report the NDC (if available) or drug name and dosage starting in the loop 2400/NTE segment 
narrative field for electronic claims. 

 
Supplies used in conjunction with therapeutic administrations 
Syringes, needles, or other supplies (A4206-A4209) used in conjunction with administering any 
injection, including therapeutic or diagnostic, are considered integral to that administration and 
will be denied as incidental to the administration. 
 
Surgical Injections 
Performed as stand-alone procedures/services, the injections should be submitted with the 
appropriate CPT code for the administration of the injection. In addition, submit the HCPCS 
Level II code for the drug. If no specific HCPCS code exists for the drug, submit J3490 with a 
narrative indicating the NDC (if available) or drug name and dosage. 
 
When surgical injections are performed as part of a surgical procedure, submit the HCPCS 
Level II code for the drug. The administration of the injection is considered part of the surgical 
procedure itself and should not be submitted separately. 
 
Appealing Unlisted Drug Allowances 
Unlisted drug codes, such as J3490, should only be submitted if there is no other code that 
describes the drug given. All unlisted drugs must be submitted with a narrative and dosage or 
NDC and are manually priced. There may be times when the invoice cost of the drug may be 
significantly higher than our allowance. In this case, a provider may submit an appeal for 
additional reimbursement using the normal appeal process as described in the Provider Policy 
and Procedure Manual, Chapter 10, Appeals. To facilitate the appeal review, the drug invoice 
must be submitted with the appeal for consideration. Additional reimbursement will not be 
considered without the invoice. 
 
Injection Place of Service Restrictions 
Blue Cross will not allow professional 837P charges for therapeutic, prophylactic and diagnostic 
injections when rendered in certain places of service. Professional services (837P) submitted 
with a facility place of service (such as 21, 22 or 23), will deny as provider liability.  
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Documentation Submission  
Documentation must identify and describe the drug, dosage and reason administered. 
 

Coverage  
Eligible services will be subject to the subscriber benefits, Blue Cross fee schedule amount and 
any coding edits. 
 
The following applies to all claim submissions. 

All coding and reimbursement is subject to all terms of the Provider Service Agreement and 
subject to changes, updates, or other requirements of coding rules and guidelines. All codes are 
subject to federal HIPAA rules, and in the case of medical code sets (HCPCS, CPT, ICD), only 
codes valid for the date of service may be submitted or accepted. Reimbursement for all Health 
Services is subject to current Blue Cross Medical Policy criteria, policies found in the Provider 
Policy and Procedure Manual sections, Reimbursement Policies and all other provisions of the 
Provider Service Agreement (Agreement). 

In the event that any new codes are developed during the course of Provider's Agreement, such 
new codes will be paid according to the standard or applicable Blue Cross fee schedule until 
such time as a new agreement is reached and supersedes the Provider's current Agreement. 

All payment for codes based on Relative Value Units (RVU) will include a site of service 
differential and will be calculated using the appropriate facility or non-facility components, based 
on the site of service identified, as submitted by Provider. 

 

Coding  

The following codes are included below for informational purposes only and are subject to 
change without notice. Inclusion or exclusion of a code does not constitute or imply subscriber 
coverage or provider reimbursement. 
 
CPT/HCPCS Modifier:   N/A       
ICD-10 Diagnosis:   N/A       
ICD-10 Procedure:   N/A       
CPT/HCPCS: Refer to Appendix 
Revenue Codes:    N/A       
Deleted Codes:   N/A       
 

Cross Reference  

 
Cross Reference: General Coding – 005 Unlisted Procedure Code Policy 
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Policy History  

4/6/2016 Initial Committee Approval Date 

3/15/2017 Annual Policy Review  

1/7/2019 Annual Policy Review  
Code Update  

7/6/2020 Annual Policy Review 

1/4/2021 Code Update: Added M0239, M0243, Q0239, Q0243  

3/23/2021 Code Update: Added M0245, Q0246  

5/27/2021 Code Update: Removed M0239, Q0239  

6/29/2021 Code Update: Added M0247, M0248, Q0244, Q0247 

 
2021 Current Procedural Terminology (CPT®) is copyright 2021 American Medical Association. All Rights 
Reserved. No fee schedules, basic units, relative values, or related listings are included in CPT. The AMA 
assumes no liability for the data contained herein. Applicable FARS/DFARS restrictions apply to 
government use.   
 
Copyright 2021 Blue Cross Blue Shield of Minnesota 
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APPENDIX 
A4206 A4207 A4208 A4209 J0120 J0120 J0121 J0122 J0129 J0130 
J0131 J0132 J0133 J0135 J0153 J0171 J0178 J0179 J0180 J0185 
J0190 J0200 J0202 J0205 J0207 J0210 J0215 J0220 J0221 J0222 
J0223 J0224 J0256 J0257 J0270 J0275 J0278 J0280 J0282 J0285 
J0287 J0288 J0289 J0290 J0291 J0295 J0300 J0330 J0348 J0350 
J0360 J0364 J0365 J0380 J0390 J0395 J0400 J0401 J0456 J0461 
J0470 J0475 J0476 J0480 J0485 J0490 J0500 J0515 J0517 J0520 
J0558 J0561 J0565 J0567 J0570 J0571 J0572 J0573 J0574 J0575 
J0583 J0584 J0585 J0586 J0587 J0588 J0591 J0592 J0593 J0594 
J0595 J0596 J0597 J0598 J0599 J0600 J0604 J0606 J0610 J0620 
J0630 J0636 J0637 J0638 J0640 J0641 J0642 J0670 J0690 J0691 
J0692 J0693 J0694 J0695 J0696 J0697 J0698 J0702 J0706 J0710 
J0712 J0713 J0714 J0715 J0716 J0717 J0720 J0725 J0735 J0740 
J0742 J0743 J0744 J0745 J0770 J0775 J0780 J0791 J0795 J0800 
J0834 J0840 J0841 J0850 J0875 J0878 J0881 J0882 J0883 J0884 
J0885 J0887 J0888 J0890 J0894 J0895 J0896 J0897 J0945 J1000 
J1020 J1030 J1040 J1050 J1071 J1094 J1095 J1096 J1097 J1100 
J1110 J1120 J1130 J1160 J1162 J1165 J1170 J1180 J1190 J1200 
J1201 J1205 J1212 J1230 J1240 J1245 J1250 J1260 J1265 J1267 
J1270 J1290 J1300 J1301 J1303 J1320 J1322 J1324 J1325 J1327 
J1330 J1335 J1364 J1380 J1410 J1427 J1428 J1429 J1430 J1435 
J1436 J1437 J1438 J1439 J1442 J1443 J1444 J1447 J1450 J1451 
J1452 J1453 J1454 J1455 J1457 J1458 J1459 J1460 J1554 J1555 
J1556 J1557 J1558 J1559 J1560 J1561 J1562 J1566 J1568 J1569 
J1570 J1571 J1572 J1573 J1575 J1580 J1595 J1599 J1600 J1602 
J1610 J1620 J1626 J1627 J1628 J1630 J1631 J1632 J1640 J1642 
J1644 J1645 J1650 J1652 J1655 J1670 J1675 J1700 J1710 J1720 
J1726 J1729 J1730 J1738 J1740 J1741 J1742 J1743 J1744 J1745 
J1746 J1750 J1756 J1786 J1790 J1800 J1810 J1815 J1817 J1823 
J1826 J1830 J1833 J1835 J1840 J1850 J1885 J1890 J1930 J1931 
J1940 J1943 J1944 J1945 J1950 J1951 J1953 J1955 J1956 J1960 
J1980 J1990 J2001 J2010 J2020 J2060 J2062 J2150 J2170 J2175 
J2180 J2182 J2185 J2186 J2210 J2212 J2248 J2250 J2260 J2265 
J2270 J2274 J2278 J2280 J2300 J2310 J2315 J2320 J2323 J2325 
J2326 J2350 J2353 J2354 J2355 J2357 J2358 J2360 J2370 J2400 
J2405 J2407 J2410 J2425 J2426 J2430 J2440 J2460 J2469 J2501 
J2502 J2503 J2504 J2505 J2507 J2510 J2513 J2515 J2540 J2543 
J2545 J2547 J2550 J2560 J2562 J2590 J2597 J2650 J2670 J2675 
J2680 J2690 J2700 J2704 J2710 J2720 J2724 J2725 J2730 J2760 
J2765 J2770 J2778 J2780 J2783 J2785 J2786 J2787 J2788 J2790 
J2791 J2792 J2793 J2794 J2795 J2796 J2797 J2798 J2800 J2805 
J2810 J2820 J2840 J2850 J2860 J2910 J2916 J2920 J2930 J2940 
J2941 J2950 J2993 J2995 J2997 J3000 J3010 J3030 J3031 J3032 
J3060 J3070 J3090 J3095 J3101 J3105 J3110 J3111 J3121 J3145 
J3230 J3240 J3241 J3243 J3245 J3246 J3250 J3260 J3262 J3265 
J3280 J3285 J3300 J3301 J3302 J3303 J3304 J3305 J3310 J3315 
J3316 J3320 J3350 J3355 J3357 J3358 J3360 J3364 J3365 J3370 
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J3380 J3385 J3396 J3397 J3398 J3399 J3400 J3410 J3411 J3415 
J3420 J3430 J3465 J3470 J3471 J3472 J3473 J3475 J3480 J3485 
J3486 J3489 J3490 J3520 J3530 J3535 J3570 J3590 J3591 J7030 
J7040 J7042 J7050 J7060 J7070 J7100 J7110 J7120 J7121 J7131 
J7168 J7169 J7170 J7175 J7177 J7178 J7179 J7180 J7181 J7182 
J7183 J7185 J7186 J7187 J7188 J7189 J7190 J7191 J7192 J7193 
J7194 J7195 J7196 J7197 J7198 J7199 J7200 J7201 J7202 J7203 
J7204 J7205 J7207 J7208 J7209 J7210 J7211 J7212 J7296 J7297 
J7298 J7300 J7301 J7303 J7304 J7306 J7307 J7308 J7309 J7310 
J7311 J7312 J7313 J7314 J7315 J7316 J7318 J7320 J7321 J7322 
J7323 J7324 J7325 J7326 J7327 J7328 J7329 J7330 J7331 J7332 
J7336 J7340 J7342 J7345 J7351 J7352 J7402 J7500 J7501 J7502 
J7503 J7504 J7505 J7507 J7508 J7509 J7510 J7511 J7512 J7513 
J7515 J7516 J7517 J7518 J7520 J7525 J7527 J7599 J9000 J9015 
J9017 J9019 J9020 J9022 J9023 J9025 J9027 J9030 J9032 J9033 
J9034 J9035 J9036 J9037 J9039 J9040 J9041 J9042 J9043 J9044 
J9045 J9047 J9050 J9055 J9057 J9060 J9065 J9070 J9098 J9100 
J9118 J9119 J9120 J9130 J9144 J9145 J9150 J9151 J9153 J9155 
J9160 J9165 J9171 J9173 J9175 J9176 J9177 J9178 J9179 J9181 
J9185 J9190 J9198 J9200 J9201 J9202 J9203 J9204 J9205 J9206 
J9207 J9208 J9209 J9210 J9211 J9212 J9213 J9214 J9215 J9216 
J9217 J9218 J9219 J9223 J9225 J9226 J9227 J9228 J9229 J9230 
J9245 J9246 J9250 J9260 J9261 J9262 J9263 J9264 J9266 J9267 
J9268 J9269 J9270 J9271 J9280 J9281 J9285 J9293 J9295 J9299 
J9301 J9302 J9303 J9304 J9305 J9306 J9307 J9308 J9309 J9311 
J9312 J9313 J9314 J9315 J9316 J9317 J9320 J9325 J9328 J9330 
J9340 J9348 J9349 J9351 J9352 J9353 J9354 J9355 J9356 J9357 
J9358 J9360 J9370 J9371 J9390 J9395 J9400 J9600 J9999 Q0243 
Q0244 Q0245 Q0247 M0243 M0244 M0245 M0246 M0247 M0248 96372 
96373 96374 96375 96376 96377 96379     

 


